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ASSIGNIVIENT  BOOKLET  2A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  30-1:  MODULE  2 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  in  part  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  80  marks  out  of  the  total  185  marks  for  the  assignments  in 
Module  2.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate  topic. 

You  are  encouraged  to  use  a computer  and  word-processing  application  for  many  of  these 
questions.  If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  carefully 
proofread.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  question  number  on  each  page. 
Alternatively,  you  may  be  able  to  arrange  with  your  teacher  to  submit  your  written  assignments 
by  e-mail. 

Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully. 


Section  1 Assignment:  The  importance  of  Fiction 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

1,  In  Lesson  I,  you  were  asked  to  write  a short  short  story  of  no  more  than  65  words.  You  were 
to  ensure  that  your  short  short  story  contains  all  the  basic  elements  typically  found  in  short 
stories — -for  example,  plot,  characters,  setting,  point  of  view,  and  theme. 

Your  assignment  now  is  to  submit  a polished  copy  of  your  story.  Unless  there  are  strong 
reasons  for  formatting  your  story  as  a free-verse  poem,  use  ordinary  prose  style. 

You  can  rewrite  your  polished  copy  of  the  story  in  the  space  provided,  or  you  can  use  a 
computer.  If  you  use  your  own  paper,  attach  the  copy,  clearly  and  fully  labelled,  to  this 
Assignment  Booklet. 


Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 

• The  story  contains  no  more  than  65  words — ^not  including  the  title.  4 marks 

• The  story  contains  the  basic  elements  typically  found  in  short 
storieS“Characters,  a plot,  a specilic  setting,  a point  of  view,  and 

a discemable  theme.  4 marks 

• There  is  evidence  of  editing  to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling,  grammar, 

sentence  structure,  capitalization,  and  punctuation.  2 marks 
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The  number  of  words  in  my  story,  not  including  the  title,  is 


When  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question, 
return  to  page  20  of  the  Module  2 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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2. 


In  Lesson  2,  you  listened  to  Stuart  McLean  read  his  story  “Emil”  and  you  were  asked  not 
only  to  predict  what  happens  to  Emil  but  also  to  write  a continuation  of  the  story  in  which 
Emil  reappears  in  the  lives  of  Dave  and  Morley. 


Your  task  now  is  to  record  your  continuation  of  Stuart  McLean’s  story  on  audiocassette — or 
using  another  recording  technology  you  and  your  teacher  can  agree  upon. 


Submit  your  recording,  fully  and  clearly  labelled,  with  this  Assignment  Booklet.  If  you  use 
an  audiocassette,  be  sure  it’s  set  so  your  teacher  won’t  have  to  search  for  your  recording. 


Here’s  a checklist  that  should  help  you  with  this  assignment. 

Before  submitting  the  recording  of  your  story,  ask  yourself  these  questions. 

□ Did  I use  an  appropriate  vocal  expression  or  range  of  tone  and  inflection? 

□ Did  I use  adequate  volume? 

□ Did  I test  the  volume  levels  of  my  tape  recorder? 

□ Did  I read  at  an  appropriate  rate,  varying  the  rate  of  delivery  for  effect  whenever 
appropriate? 

□ Did  I use  pauses  effectively? 

□ Did  I articulate  clearly? 

□ Did  I pronounce  all  the  words  correctly? 
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Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 


Articulation,  Pronunciation,  and  Volume 

1 

5 Marks  j 

• All  words  are  pronounced  correctly  and  can  be  heard  clearly  and 
distinctly.  The  reading  is  always  audible,  and  the  reader  uses  an 
appropriate  range  of  volume. 

Strong  (5)  1 

i 

1 

i 

• Most  words  are  pronounced  correctly  and  can  be  heard  clearly  and 
distinctly.  The  reading  is  usually  audible  although  the  odd  word  or 
phrase  may  be  too  soft  or  too  loud.  A serious  attempt  has  been  made  at 
using  a range  of  volume. 

1 

Proficient  (4)  | 

i 

• Many  words  are  pronounced  correctly,  but  there  are  some  obvious 
errors.  There  is  some  slurring  and  dropping  of  word  endings.  Several 
words  and  phrases  are  too  soft  or  too  loud,  and  little  attempt  has  been 
made  to  vary  the  volume. 

Emerging  (2-3) 

i 

1 

• There  is  frequent  mispronunciation,  slurring,  and  swallowing  of  words. 
The  reading  is  consistently  too  soft  or  too  loud,  and  there  has  been  no 
discernible  attempt  to  use  a range  of  volumes. 

I 

Incomplete  (1)  j 

i 

Rate  and  Tone  of  Speaking 

5 Marks  j 

i 

• There  are  effective  and  appropriate  changes  in  rate  and  tone  of 
speaking.  Effective  use  is  made  of  intonation  to  create  humour  or  other 
purposeful  effects. 

1 

Strong  (5)  j 

• There  are  appropriate  changes  in  rate  and  tone  of  speaking.  Some 
appropriate  use  of  intonation  to  create  humour  or  other  purposeful 
effects  is  evident. 

Proficient  (4)  j 

• The  rate  of  speaking  is  satisfactory  but  not  always  purposeful.  Few 
changes  are  made  in  tone.  There  is  little  use  of  intonation  to  create 
purposeful  effects. 

i 

Emerging  (2-3)  ! 

! 

• The  rate  of  speaking  does  not  vary  or  varies  ineffectively.  Few  (or 
inappropriate)  changes  ai*e  made  in  tone. 

Incomplete  (1)  f 

1 

When  youVe  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  questibn,  - 
return  to  page  28  of  the  Module  2 Student  Module  Bookijrt 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off.  - £ 
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3.  In  Lesson  3 of  Section  1 , you  looked  at  how  story  writers  invite  their  readers  into  fictional 
worlds.  In  this  context,  you  read  the  beginning  of  “Score/Score”  by  Phyllis  Gotlieb. 

Now  turn  to  page  178  of  the  Readings  section  of  the  Appendix  in  your  Student  Module 
Booklet  and  read  all  of  “Score/Score.”  The  unusual  format  of  this  story  may  mean  that  you’ll 
have  to  read  it  more  than  once  to  fully  understand  it.  When  you’ve  finished  the  story,  respond 
to  the  following  questions. 

a.  You’ve  thought  a good  deal  by  now  about  what  it  means  to  create — and  to  enter — 
a fictional  world.  In  a paragraph  or  two,  describe  the  fictional  world  created  in 
“Score/Score.”  What  is  this  world  like?  How  is  it  like  the  real  world?  How  is  it 
different?  Can  you  detect  any  humorous  or  ironic  aspects  of  this  fictional  world? 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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b.  The  thing  that  strikes  readers  most  on  entering  the  world  of  “Score/Score”  is  the 
computer-printout  format  used  by  the  writer.  What  effect  does  this  format  have  on 
readers?  What  mood  does  it  create?  What  feelings  does  it  evoke? 


© 


(1)  Describe  the  tone  or  attitude  she  adopts  to  her  subject  matter.  For  example,  is  her 
tone  serious?  Humorous?  Ironic?  Something  else?  Explain  your  ideas  with  direct 
references  to  the  story.  Remember  that  the  writer’s  tone  may  be  very  different  from 
that  of  any  of  the  individual  characters  in  the  story. 


c.  This  story  explores  a topic  that  has  interested  many  science-fiction  writers — the  idea  that 
someday  human  beings  may  create  a machine  that  will  have  a “soul.”  But  Phyllis 
Gotlieb’s  approach  to  this  issue  is  different  from  that  of  most  writers. 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(2)  What  mood  does  the  story  create  in  the  reader?  For  example,  how  does  the  story 
make  the  reader  feel? 


© 


(3)  Point  out  several  details  from  the  story  that  help  create  the  mood. 
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d. 


Respond  to  one  of  the  following; 


• In  a short  composition,  describe  your  personal  response  to  this  very  unusual  story. 
What  did  you  like?  What  did  you  dislike?  How  did  the  story  make  you  feel?  What 
would  you  have  done  differently  had  you  been  the  writer? 


Be  specific  in  your  personal  response. 

OR 


• “Score/Score”  depicts  a futuristic  world  in  which  education  is  supplied  by 
high-tech  “teaching  machines.”  This  fundamental  premise  of  the  story  seems 
believable  to  readers  largely  because  in  our  own  age,  computers,  the  Internet,  and 
related  technologies  are  becoming  increasingly  involved  in  the  educational  process. 
This  is  especially  true  of  distance  learning. 

What  are  your  views  on  this  state  of  affairs?  Is  this  a healthy  or  unhealthy  trend — 
or  a bit  of  both?  How  far  do  you  think  it  will  progress?  What  will  be  the  results? 
Respond  to  these  questions  in  a short  composition.  Be  specific.  If  possible,  refer  to 
any  experiences  that  you  or  people  you  know  may  have  had  with  online  or 
computer-delivered  courses. 

Before  writing  out  the  finished  copy  of  your  response,  circle  the  appropriate  word  in  the 
sentence  that  follows: 

I am  writing  in  response  to  the  first/second  topic  given. 


1 

Assessment  Criteria  10  marks 

m 

f 

• The  assignment  has  been  thoughtfully  considered  and  a real  effort 
has  been  made  to  respond  personally  or  analytically  to  one  of  the 

questions  assigned.  4 marks 

• The  response  shows  evidence  of  mature  thought  or  insight.  3 marks 

• A purposeful  structure  has  been  used  to  attract  and  maintain  the 

reader’s  interest.  2 marks 

• A serious  effort  has  been  made  to  edit  and  proofread  the  composition 

to  eliminate  errors  in  spelling,  grammar,  sentence  structure, 
capitalization,  and  punctuation.  1 mark 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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Section  2 Assignment:  Reading  and  Responding  to  Short 
Stories 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places. 

Turn  to  page  185  in  the  Readings  section  of  the  Appendix,  and  read  the  short  story  “The  Standard 
of  Living”  by  American  writer  Dorothy  Parker.  Then  respond  to  the  questions  that  follow. 


0 


Bearing  this  in  mind,  explain  more  fully  just  what  comment  about  human  behaviour  Dorothy 
Parker  seems  to  be  making  in  her  short  story.  In  your  response,  explain  how  the  title  relates  to 
the  story’s  message. 


1.  Think  about  the  title  of  this  story — “The  Standard  of  Living.”  It’s  an  expression  that’s 
familiar  to  eveiyone,  but  why  did  the  writer  use  it  as  her  story  title?  Is  she  commenting, 
perhaps,  on  the  standards  by  which  some  people  govern  their  lives  and  judge  others? 


2. 


Tell  roughly  where  you’d  place  this  story  on  the  escape/interpretive  scale.  Give  your  reasons. 
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In  a response  of  about  two  or  three  pages,  discuss  what  “The  Standard  of  Living”  suggests 
to  you  about  values,  dreams,  and  aspirations  in  today’s  materialistic  society.  Support  your 
ideas  with  reference  to  the  story  itself  and  your  own  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  world. 

Note  that  this  question  asks  for  a personal  response;  it  wants  to  know  what  the  story  suggests 
to  you.  Your  response  will  be  graded  according  to  the  following  scoring  guide,  adapted  from 
one  used  to  assess  personal  responses  on  Part  A of  the  ELA  30-1  Diploma  Exam.  You  should 
be  familiar  with  this  chart  already,  but  take  some  time  now  to  get  to  know  it  even  better. 


“The  Standard  of  Living”  speaks  to  readers  about  the  values,  dreams,  and  aspirations  held  by 
some  people  in  our  society.  Though  the  story  was  written  quite  a few  years  ago  (when  wages 
and  prices  were  considerably  lower  than  today),  its  basic  message  remains  as  relevant  as 
ever. 


’ 

... 

Excellent 

A// 

5 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  insightful,  carefully  considered, 
and  confident.  Support  is  apt  and 
thoughtfully  selected. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  engaging,  and 
the  tone  is  effective.  Stylistic  choices 
are  precise  and  effective.  The 
unifying  effect  and  development  are 
skilfully  sustained  and  fluent. 

Proficient  ^ , 

4 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  thoughtful  or  considered. 

Support  is  relevant,  purposeful,  or 
thorough. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  distinct,  and  the 
tone  Is  well  considered.  Stylistic 
choices  are  specific.  The  unifying 
effect  and  development  are 
coherently  sustained  and  generally 
fluent. 

Satisfactory 

3 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  appropriate.  Support  is 
straightforward  and  generally 
focused. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  matter-of-fact 
and  the  tone  is  appropriate.  Stylistic 
choices  are  adequate.  The  unifying 
effect  and  development  are  clear, 
conventional,  and  maintained 
generally,  but  coherence  may  falter. 

Limited 

Perceptions  and/or  ideas  expressed 
are  incomplete,  superficial,  or 
unaware.  Support  is  inappropriate 
and/or  repetitive. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  ineffective  and 
the  tone  is  inappropriate.  Stylistic 
choices  are  inappropriate  and/or 
imprecise.  The  unifying  effect  and 
development  are  unclear  and/or 
ineffective,  and  coherence  falters. 

Poor 

Attempts  to  express  perceptions 
and/or  ideas  are  only  marginally 
relevant,  are  confused,  or  are 
underdeveloped.  Support  Is  lacking 
and/or  random. 

The  writer’s  voice  is  confused  and 
there  is  no  discernible  attempt  to 
address  the  intended  audience. 
Stylistic  choices  impede 
communication.  The  unifying  effect 
and  development  are  absent, 
irrelevant,  frequently  unclear, 
and/or  not  fluent. 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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4.  a.  Your  job  now  is  to  assess  your  own  response  to  the  preceding  question.  Note  that  you’re 
marked  according  to  two  broad  categories:  Ideas  and  Impressions  is  one;  Presentation  is 
the  other.  In  each  category,  you  can  get  up  to  5 marks — for  a total  of  10  on  the  paper.  The 
guide  makes  an  attempt  to  describe  what  you  must  do  to  earn  5,  4,  3,  2,  or  1 mark  in  each 
category.  Note  that  since  question  3.  is  out  of  20  possible  marks,  whatever  grade  you 
receive  will  be  doubled. 

Examine  the  guide  carefully  in  order  to  increase  your  familiarity  with  it.  Then,  in  the 
chart  provided  here,  assess  your  own  personal  response  in  question  3.  by  assigning 
yourself  a mark  for  each  category  (for  a possible  total  of  10).  Try  to  be  fair  to  yourself; 
give  yourself  the  mark  you  really  think  you  deserve. 


Ideas  and  Impressions 

Presentation 
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b.  Now  for  the  final  task.  Justify  the  mark  you  gave  yourself  in  each  box  of  the  chart  in 
question  a.  Be  sure  to  refer  specifically  to  the  assessment  criteria  and  to  the  response  you 
graded  to  explain  your  decisions.  For  example,  if  you  assigned  yourself  “4”  for  Ideas  and 
Impressions,  you’d  have  to  point  to  perceptions  or  ideas  in  your  response  that  you  believe 
to  be  “thoughtful  or  considered”  along  with  support  that  is  “relevant,  purposeful,  or 
thorough.” 


When  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  questions,  submit 
this  Assignment  Booklet  for  assessment  Then  return  to  page  53  of  the 
Module  2 Student  Module  Booklet  and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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